PAI 705 Research Design for IR Practitioners			Name:________________________
Final								Spring 2025

This exam is worth 20 points.  There are 10 questions. Each question is worth 2 points.  If there are sub questions, each part is worth an equal share of the 2 points. 

1) Match Term to Description
	Term
	Write Matching Letter of Description
	Description

	Selection Bias
	
	A. Evaluating the impact of a treatment compared to a control with one round of surveys after the treatment has been administered.

	One group pretest posttest design.
	
	B. A panel study of employment history of young adults in upstate NY is unable to recontact a disproportionate share of the sample who have served in the military.  

	Testing bias
	
	C. Why this final is not a valid way to assess social science research method knowledge in the United States population.

	Poor Instrumentation
	
	D. People learn how Index Based Livestock Insurance works from answering questions about how it works on the impact evaluation survey every year.

	Static group comparison
	
	E. Measuring Maxwell IR Graduate student nutritional status using remote sensed NDVI data on photosynthetic activity in Barry Park.  

	Attrition bias
	
	F. One pre-treatment and one post-treatment survey on a given treated sample with no control sample.






2) Writing survey questions.
a. What is the main problem with the following question:  
Answering this question illustrates I am more knowledgeable about research methods in social science than when I started this class.  
Agree   Strongly Agree





b. What is the main problem with the following question:  
The PAIA department should eradicate all capstone simulation requirements for IR students and instead fund these students to go to negotiate with the Government of Panama for US control over the Panama Canal to broaden their understanding of global affairs.
Strongly disagree      disagree        neutral       agree        strongly agree







c. What is the main problem with the following question:  
Do you not agree that we should not negotiate a trade deal with Greenland?    Yes    No




d. What is the main problem with the following question:  
How many sandwiches have you eaten in April 2025?
    1
    1 to 5
    6 to 10
    10 or more


3)  Road to Results.
a. Define and contrast monitoring and evaluation.
















b. Identify and briefly describe the five main components of a theory of change.


4. Research Methods.
a. Is an ‘emic’ view adopting the role of “a convert” or “a Martian”?  Explain why.











b. Define and contrast inductive and deductive methods.


5. Monitoring and Evaluation.
a. Describe the roles of indicators and targets in Monitoring and Evaluation.

















b. Contrast M&E with MEL as ways of describing the objectives of Monitoring and Evaluation.  


6. True or False.
	Statement
	Is it True of False (circle)

	Monitoring is a continuing function involving systematic collection of data on specified indicators.
	True        False

	Open ended questions provide respondents with a pre-selected list of responses. 
	True        False

	Focus group research is an example of unobtrusive research. 

	True        False

	Relevance considers the extent to which the objectives of a development intervention are consistent with the beneficiaries’ requirements, country needs, global priorities, and the policies of donors and agencies.
	True        False

	Confidence level is the probability that the value of the population parameter lies within a specific interval
	True        False

	It is necessary to know the characteristics of the population in order to conduct snowball sampling.
	True        False

	Sample attrition is a threat to the internal validity of a longitudinal study.

	True        False

	An external evaluation is conducted by entities outside the donor, partner, or implementing organization
	True        False




7.   In discussion of types of evaluations one could conduct, we talked about three types of evaluations that have different objectives and timing in the course of project implementation.  What are the names, objectives, and timing of each type of evaluation?


8. Qualitative Research.
a. Describe what it means to be a ‘participant observer’ in qualitative research.








b. Note two distinct ethical challenges researchers confront when conducting ‘participant observer’ research.









c. Contrast research using a focus group with a ‘participant observer’ approach.


9) Describe the Solomon four-group design.  Describe how it addresses a possible concern about internal validity of an experiment.







10.  Research terms:
a) What is meant by a double blind experimental design and what potential bias is addressed by each of the ‘blinds’?
















b) What is grounded theory?












c) What is the nominal group method of conducting a focus group?

